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SOFTBALL SWEPT
Check out our review of The 
Charleston Alley Theatre’s 
rendition of “The Wild Duck.”
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THE WILD DUCK
The Panthers lost all 4 games 
at the Southern Illinois Coach B 
Classic over the weekend.
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Election Day
Vote in your registered district March 15.
Vote By Mail (Absentee)
The Coles County Clerk’s office will ac-
cept vote-by-mail applications until 
March 10. Download one at http://www.
co.coles.il.us/coclerk/elections.
Early Voting
Go to the Coles County Clerk’s office 
from 8:30 a.m. - 4:30 p.m. weekdays un-
til March 14, or go from 10 a.m. - 5 p.m. 
March 9 - 11 at the Bridge Lounge in the 
Martin Luther King Jr. University Union at 
Eastern.
Grace Period Registration
Go to the Coles County Clerk’s office up 
until March 15 (must vote at time of reg-
istration).
The Coles County Clerk’s office is located in 
Room 122 of the Courthouse, 651 Jackson 
Ave. on the Charleston Square. The contact 
number is 217-348-0524.
JASON HOWELL | THE DAILY EASTERN NE WS
The Charleston Fire Department responded to a structure fire at 4:41 p.m. Friday. The fire was put out in about five minutes, according to As-
sistant Fire Chief Tim Meister, and nobody was harmed. The fire began and remained in one of the back bedrooms and there was heat and fire 
damage throughout the house. The fire is still under investigation.
Structure Fire
Students have options to vote 
in upcoming primary elections
Rauner to 
speak at 
Effingham 
town hall 
meeting
HOW to VOTE in the 
PRIMARY ELECTIONS
By Analicia Haynes
Administration Editor | @Haynes1943
Gov. Bruce Rauner will be endorsing U.S. 
Rep. John Shimkus, the 15th district Con-
gressman, at 1:45 p.m. Monday at Mid Ameri-
ca Motorworks in Effingham. 
Community members are invited to ask 
questions regarding their concerns on the 2016 
election in a town hall style question-and-an-
swer session. 
According to an article in the Belleville 
News-Democrat from March 6, Rauner has al-
ready made several remarks in favor of Shim-
kus, a Republican from Collinsville, and on 
Monday Rauner will give his full support. 
The Republican primary is on March 15, 
and Sen. Kyle McCarter is running against 
Shimkus. 
McCarter said he is running a more conser-
vative campaign unlike Shimkus, according to 
the article. 
However, according to the article, Steve To-
maszewski with Volunteers for Shimkus said 
the Congressman is in good standing.
According to his website, Shimkus is en-
dorsed by National Right to Life Committee, 
the National Rifle Association, the U.S. Cham-
ber of Commerce and the Illinois Farm Bu-
reau, which all served to help Shimkus estab-
lish more credibility and help his name become 
more recognize to the public. 
Tomaszewski said in the article that Shimkus 
was incorrectly portrayed. 
Shimkus said he supports agriculture, ener-
gy and efforts to reduce the number of taxes 
and end the federal estate tax, according to his 
website. 
Shimkus has been in Congress since 1996, 
first representing Illinois’ 20th district. Be-
tween 2003 and 2013, Shimkus served as the 
representative for Illinois’ 19th district and is 
now currently serving as the 15th district rep-
resentative.
According to his website, McCarter is lead-
ing by example on term limits, which he says 
are necessary for public servants at all levels. 
 On his website, McCarter said he is in fa-
vor of reform and is a supporter for the second 
amendment and creating jobs. 
In an article the News Gazette, McCarter 
said he reached out to his opponent, inviting 
him to participate in “town hall debates” be-
fore the March 15 primary. 
Shimkus’ campaign staff said they never re-
ceived the invite, according to the article, and 
called the town hall meeting misleading. 
McCarter said he will still be at the town 
hall debates regardless and said Shimkus could 
use Skype to participate in the debates, accord-
ing to the article. 
Shimkus and McCarter will be a part of an 
in studio debate at Vandalia stations WKRV 
and WPMB on March 12. 
Analicia Haynes can be 
reached at 581-2812 
or achaynes@eiu.edu.
By Analicia Haynes
Administration Editor | @Haynes1943
Eastern students will have the opportunity 
to cast their votes a week early for the 2016 
general primary elections. 
Election day is March 15, during Eastern’s 
spring break. 
If students are registered to vote in the 
Coles County area, they can vote from 10 
a.m. to 5 p.m. Wednesday through Friday 
in the Bridge Lounge of the Martin Luther 
King Jr. University Union. 
The last day to register to vote or make 
any changes to the voter registration card 
was Feb. 16.
According to an article in the JG-TC from 
Feb. 2, Sue Rennels, the county clerk, said 
the early voting process allows voting before 
the actual primary. 
Any Coles County voter with a valid regis-
tration may vote during the early voting pe-
riod. 
In a general primary, voters can vote for 
their presidential candidate as well as state 
and federal candidates for Senators and Rep-
resentatives. 
Republican candidates John Shimkus and 
Kyle McCarter are vying for the position of 
U.S. Representative for the 15th Congressio-
nal District. 
Republican candidates Reggie Phillips and 
Jonathan Kaye are running for state repre-
sentative for the 110th district.
Dale Righter and Mike Parsons are run-
ning for state senator from the 55th Legisla-
tive District. 
Phillips, Shimkus and Righter are all in-
cumbent candidates.
There are no Democratic candidates for 
the federal and state legislative and congres-
sional districts. 
There are more than 7 million registered 
voters in Illinois.
If residents cannot make it out to the poll-
ing booths, they can also vote by mail, which 
is also known as absentee voting. 
The last day to send an application to vote 
by mail is March 10 and can be accepted in 
the County Clerk’s office for a ballot. 
Grace period registration is also available 
to voters. 
Grace period registration is an extension 
of the regular registration deadline. 
It extends the deadline to register to vote 
through election day. 
If a voter registers or changes his or her 
address during the grace period and wants to 
vote at the election or primary, he or she has 
to vote in person at the same time of regis-
tration. 
According to the ballot, a person will not 
be eligible to cast a vote at the polls on Elec-
tion Day if they register to vote during the 
grace period. 
Any vote cast is final and may not be re-
voked and the voter who votes early may not 
cast another vote on election day.
Analicia Haynes can be 
reached at 581-2812 
or achaynes@eiu.edu.
By Jocelyn Jones
Staff Reporter | @0ldyell0wbricks
Students filed into McAfee Gym 
Friday and handed Alpha Phi Al-
pha Fraternity Inc. members canned 
food or a monetary donation to en-
ter the 2016 “Stroll Like an Alpha.” 
 Donations from Stroll Like an Alpha 
are benefitting EIU Food Pantry.
 Before the show, various audience 
members said they were excited about 
what was to come, including Lance 
Ball, a sophomore psychology major. 
 “I’m hoping to see a variety of girls 
in the performance,” Ball said. 
Kimberly Vincent, a senior fami-
ly and consumer sciences major, said 
they work about two months prior to 
practice for the show.
“Last year they pretty much filled 
the gym and there were people stand-
ing around,” Vincent said.
  Rows of  audience members 
formed behind the seats that sat on 
the floor of the gym facing the perfor-
mance area. 
Yellow caution tape separated audi-
ence members from performers. This 
was a warning to the audience to pre-
pare for what was to come.
One row of lights remained lit as 
“Faneto” by Chief Keef sounded from 
the speakers. 
Hands ascended into the air and 
shoulders bounced up and down as 
the audience felt the music.
 Gabby Going, a freshman psy-
chology major, said she was ecstatic to 
see the hard work and dedication the 
members of her black female commu-
nity were going to showcase.
 Vincent said last year’s show set 
the tone for how this year’s would be.
“Out of the creativity from last 
year, they’re going to try to one-up 
it. It should be a great show,” Vincent 
said. 
 The DJ and men of Alpha Phi Al-
pha sat across from the audience be-
tween the speakers. 
The voices of the emcees welcomed 
the crowd to this year’s “Stroll Like an 
Alpha.”
Audience members witnessed tra-
ditional strolls being performed first.
 The dance group inPHInity ap-
peared in black jerseys with gold let-
tering. Their routine portrayed a bank 
robbery.
  Crystal Lackey, an undecided 
freshman and a member of inPHIni-
ty dance group, said her team prac-
ticed long hours for the last month.
 “We took stuff out and took some 
in to fix (the performance) to make it 
right,” Lackey said.
 One of Lackey’s friends told her 
about “Stroll Like an Alpha” which 
led her to sign up to join a team.
 “I said I’ll think about it and I 
ended up enjoying it,” Lackey said.
 Instagram awards were distributed 
between the shift of strolls. 
A smile award, best dressed and 
best friends award are a few that were 
given away. The second stroll present-
ed was the slow stroll.
 The women of the Intensified 
dance group were the second team 
to perform a slow stroll. They glided 
across the floor in white button-ups 
and spandex.
 The dancers maneuvered their 
ways on the floor and finished their 
performance standing on one leg 
with the other bent on their knees. 
Their left hands were positioned un-
der their right elbows with their right 
hands bent to form a snake.
 A member of Intensified had a 
snake wrapped around her neck and 
two draping from her wrists.
   The next stroll category per-
formed were creative strolls. Alpha 
Phi Alpha members and women of 
sororities performed strolls during this 
intermission.
 Operation Code Threat entered 
the gym with energy. 
 The final stroll showcased was per-
formed by Frozen Frenzy.
 Frozen Frenzy formed two lines 
and moved in unison. Their perfor-
mance ended by creating “1906,” the 
founding year of Alpha Phi Alpha fra-
ternity using their bodies.
 Intensified won first place, with 
Frozen Frenzy in second and inPHin-
ity in third.
  Attendees said they were satisfied 
with the strolls they witnessed and en-
joyed the show.
 Saondell Rasaad, a senior family 
and consumer sciences major, said the 
excitement and crowd participation 
was his favorite part of the show be-
cause it is rare to see today.
 Teonikka Fancher, a sophomore 
pre-nursing major who was part of In-
tensified, said performing was a great 
experience to work with my team.
“I had fun with it, though. All 
teams did good. Anybody should do 
it,” Fancher said.
 Tyiesha Steele, a junior athlet-
ic training major, said the experience 
was amazing.
 “We put in a lot of work, so it paid 
off,” Steele said.
 Chris Johnson, a member of Al-
pha Phi Alpha, said that the show was 
10 times better than he expected, and 
that Stroll Like an Alpha is the type of 
event that presents the feeling of uni-
ty.
 
Jocelyn Jones can be 
reached at 581-2812
 or jajones@eiu.edu.
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March 7th, 2016 What’s Happening on Campus?
By Abbey Whittington
Entertainment Editor | @DEN_News
The Coles County Barbershop 
Chorus, a musical group of 47 years, 
will be performing with four local 
quartets at 4 p.m. Sunday at the Wes-
ley United Methodist Church. 
This performance will be the 
group’s 22nd annual Lenten Benefit 
concert and it will be a free one-hour 
show.  
During the show there will be an 
opportunity for listeners to donate to 
food pantry and homeless shelter pro-
grams in the area.
Every year the Coles County Bar-
bershop Chorus generates up to 
$6,000 through benefit concerts.
The chorus members come from 18 
different communities, from Cham-
paign to Neoga, and from Paris to 
Sullivan. 
The group practices together every 
Tuesday night for three hours at the 
First Presbyterian Church to prepare 
for their performances. 
Since 2011, the chorus has added 
five new members and has performed 
at more than 12 community events, 
including church services and special 
events for nursing homes. 
“It’s strange; we have all of these 
members from all over, and only one 
of them is from Mattoon,” Woodall 
said. “But the church has been very 
good to us in letting the chorus prac-
tice.”
During the three-hour practices, 
the chorus invites people to listen in, 
and this is how members have been 
recruited in the past. 
Tom Woodall, a retired kinesiology 
and sports studies professor and for-
mer Eastern track coach, founded the 
chorus group with Ron Luthers, a re-
tired English professor. 
The a capella group started in the 
summer of 1970 as a chapter of the 
Society for the Preservation and En-
couragement of Barbershop Quartet 
Singing in America, which is now the 
Barbershop Harmony Society
The chorus has 35 members and 
will perform at the benefit with songs 
including “Jesus Loves the Little Chil-
dren” and “Great is Thy Faithfulness.” 
In the past, the group has performed 
jazz, gospel and even pop music. 
“There is a special fellowship with 
the chorus,” Woodall said. “These 
members are well over 55, and they 
find the time to come out and partic-
ipate with us.”
Woodall said that for many of the 
chorus’s performances the members 
will invite their daughters, wives and 
friends to sing with them as a mixed 
chorus. 
For the benefit concert, these wom-
en and children will be closing the 
performance. 
Abbey Whittington can be
 reached at 581-2812 
or anwhittington@eiu.edu.
Chorus to raise money during benefit concert
JOSH SAXTON | THE DAILY EASTERN NE WS 
Deja Dade, a sophomore communication studies major, performs Saturday 
during "Stroll Like An Alpha" in McAfee Gym.
Women dance groups 'Stroll Like an Alpha'
By Cassie Buchman
Associate News Editor | @cjbuchman
Organizations from around Coles 
County came together to plunge into 
the waters of Lake Sara in Effingham 
to raise money for Area 9 of the Illi-
nois Special Olympics.
Many of the plungers came dressed 
in the same outfits as their teams, 
such as multi-colored tutus, wigs and 
masks with the colors of the Ameri-
can flag, and superheroes.
Caresse Ike,  from Paris ,  was 
dressed as Superman along with 
Brittney Hall, also from Paris, who 
went as Batman.
Ike, who works as a coach for the 
Special Olympics, said they usually 
just wear T-shirts, but they wanted to 
do something more this year. 
Although the weather was warmer 
than in previous years, Hall said they 
would come in rain, snow or other 
conditions. 
Hall said the warmer weather 
would not make a difference.
“It will still be freezing, painful, ev-
erything,” Ike said. 
Hall said it was well worth the 
pain, though.
A group of employees from Pizza 
Hut dressed in their uniforms hold-
ing giant forks, spoons and spatu-
las that they made. One of them was 
even wearing a sign made to look like 
pizza.
Marissa Morris, one of the em-
ployees from Lake Marshall, said 
they raised money by having a collec-
tion jar at work as well as asking their 
family and friends.
She said they collected $71 in the 
jar in two weeks.
Carole Hodorowicz, a freshman 
journalism major, was early on wear-
ing the shorts and tank top she would 
plunge in later in the day.
She said she heard it was easier to 
take off wet clothes when wearing less 
of them, but she was not sure if that 
was true or not.
Hodorowicz said her friends and 
family were excited to see her plunge. 
She said her little brother, who has 
autism, does not know yet that she 
was plunging but that she would 
show him the video.
Hodorowicz was plunging with 
members of the sorority Alpha Sig-
ma Alpha, whose philanthropy is the 
Special Olympics.
Her sorority sisters Alicia Miller, 
a junior business management ma-
jor, and Arely Morales, a senior com-
munication studies major, were there 
for moral support but said they might 
consider plunging next year.
Morales said she might if it was 10 
degrees warmer.
Many precautions are taken to 
make sure plungers stay safe.
Cory Stamper, an EMT with the 
Altamont Ambulance Service, and 
Anna Hobler, also an EMT, were on 
standby in case someone got hurt.
Stamper said there was the dan-
ger of hypothermia and rocks on the 
ground that people should watch out 
for. 
Hobler said people could stay safe 
by watching their step and being cau-
tious of their surroundings.
She said she probably would not 
plunge herself.
“I do cold, but not that cold,” Ho-
bler said. “(But they) do it for a good 
cause, so props to them.”
The Effingham Dive and Rescue 
team was also standing by. 
Jeremy Kyle, assistance command-
er captain, said they make safety 
sweeps to make sure there is no hid-
den debris in the water before the 
plunge.
During the plunge, they stay in the 
water the whole time to make sure 
everyone is safe.
He said there had been no inci-
dents, and the event is very safe.
Many groups, including the Eff-
ingham Police Department and 
CCAR Industries participated in the 
Polar Plunge.
People cheered on these groups 
and more as they plunged, and many 
screamed and yelled as they went into 
the water and came out dripping wet.
Aubrey Shuh, a freshman special 
education and early childhood educa-
tion major, said she was not able to 
feel anything when she first went in 
the water.
“I was in shock when I first got in,” 
she said.
Kristi Zabka, a freshman kinesiol-
ogy and sports studies major, said the 
cold hit her when she went to high 
five the person in the water.
“You die a little,” she said. “It was 
ten times colder than I expected.”
413 people participated in the 
plunge this year. Last year, it was 223.
Vanessa Duncan, director of Spe-
cial Olympics for Area 9, said the 
corporate challenge they had, which 
companies such as Coca-Cola, Pizza 
Hut, and UPS participated in, and all 
the Eastern students who participated 
contributed to the large turnout.
“It’s definitely more fun with more 
pledgers,” Duncan said. “The more 
the merrier.”
 
Cassie Buchman can
 be reached at 581-2812 
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By Abbey Whittington 
Entertainment Editor | @DEN_News 
Habitat for Humanity is taking 
submissions between 2 to 6 p.m. 
on Tuesday for its art show from 
6 to 8 p.m. at the Student Gal-
lery in the Doudna Fine Arts Center 
Wednesday.  
Submissions are open to Charles-
ton high schoolers, Eastern students 
and members of the community for 
a fee of $5. 
The artwork can be 2D, 3D 
or graphic design pieces. Each artist 
can submit up to three pieces.  
The $5 submission fee will go to-
ward Habitat for Humanity, which is 
a service group whose goal is to build 
houses and communities, as well as 
eliminating inadequate housing and 
raising awareness about the need for 
affordable housing around the world. 
The Coles County Habitat for Hu-
manity partners with Eastern’s service 
group to help each other in their ef-
forts in ending low-income housing 
for the community.
Kristen Beneke,  co-fundraising 
chair and senior art major, said she is 
charge of creating fundraising events 
to make money for Habitat for Hu-
manity, and she wanted to do some-
thing new and fresh that the club 
does not normally do.  
“An art show is always a really cool 
event to have,” Beneke said. “People 
seem to really enjoy art shows.” 
Beneke said there is not a theme 
for the art show, just that the artists 
submit a work they are proud of.  
The artwork must be in “good 
condition.” This means the art can-
not have any rips or tears if they are 
not purposeful or a mark such as a 
footprint if it does not belong in the 
work. 
“If anybody has a piece that they 
just think ‘man I really just want to 
show this piece off’ then that’s exactly 
what we are looking for to be in our 
show,” Beneke said. 
The awards will be presented at 
7:15 p.m. on Wednesday along with 
food and drinks. These will be mer-
it awards including Best Graphic De-
sign Piece, Best 2D Piece, Best 3D 
Piece and Public’s Favorite. 
For the Public’s Favorite award, 
the audience will write down their fa-
vorite piece, and after counting the 
votes, the award will be presented at 
the end of the show to the artist with 
the most votes. 
“ I  th ink  the  a r t  show w i l l 
raise awareness in different ar-
eas where Habitat for Humani-
ty doesn’t normally get their name 
out,” Beneke said. “It’s a different seg-
ment of the college campus that we 
want to target.” 
Abbey Whittington can 
be reached at 581-2812 
or anwhittington@eiu.edu. 
Habitat for Humanity to accept artwork submissions
JASON HOWELL | THE DAILY EASTERN NE WS
Members of the Epsilon Sigma Alpha service sorority prepare to plunge 
into Lake Sara during the Polar Plunge on Saturday near Effingham.
JASON HOWELL | THE DAILY EASTERN NE WS
Andy Doto, associate resident director of Taylor Hall, plunges with other hall residents during the Polar Plunge on 
Saturday at Lake Sara near Effingham.
Volunteers plunge into lake for Special Olympics
Remember last June when Donald Trump 
announced his presidency? It was hilarious, 
right?
How could this man ever be taken serious-
ly for one of most important political positions 
in the world? Who would ever support this man 
and his ridiculous ideas as president?
We all laughed about this for months. People 
were saying that they would vote for Trump in 
the primaries because there is no way he would 
win the presidency if he had the Republican 
nomination. 
As 2015 ended and 2016 started, the hilarity 
of Donald Trump being President of the United 
States started to turn into a nightmare that could 
actually come true. His complete ignorance of 
certain minorities has drawn support by many 
who have rallied behind him.
It was reported that Trump paid actors $50 to 
show support during his presidential announce-
ment rally and the rallies that followed.
I would love to believe that many of the peo-
ple are still actors and do not actually support 
Trump, but recent caucuses and primaries have 
disproved that. I knew there would be Trump 
supporters out there, but to see how many there 
actually are is terrifying.
Support whoever you want, but if your only 
reason to support a candidate is because he “tells 
it like it is,” that is not enough of a reason when 
most things he says are just insults.
If you don’t want Trump to win the presiden-
cy then you should vote in the upcoming Illinois 
primary, which is during our spring break, so 
students don’t have an excuse to not vote. 
The suggestion that having Trump win the 
primary only to lose in the general election is 
not a good option either.
In the most likely outcome based on if things 
continue the way they are, Trump will be facing 
Hillary Clinton for the 2016 presidential elec-
tion. Real Clear Politics shows that Trump is 
only behind Clinton by 3.4 points. 
The number is close, and Clinton beating 
Trump could be disputed with a strong voter 
turnout for Trump.
Voting for him in the primaries is not a strat-
egy to have. If there is candidate you like, vote 
for that candidate.
Trump had a strong outing for Super Tues-
day by winning seven states, and building a 
lead against Ted Cruz for the Republican nom-
ination. After a weaker outing Super Saturday, 
Trump leads Cruz by 82 delegates, with a 389 
to 302 lead. 1,237 delegates are needed for the 
Republican nomination.
The thought of Trump being president is not 
something people should be joking about any-
more when there’s an actual chance this could 
happen.
It was all fun and games nine months ago, 
but the joke has worn out.
He still has a chance to lose the nomination 
as Cruz continues to build momentum over the 
last few weeks, but he still has a good chance to 
win.
The president is meant to be the head of state 
and commander-in-chief. The president is meant 
to implement and enforce laws written by Con-
gress. Can we really expect Trump to do this? Is 
President Trump something you want to hap-
pen? 
His intolerance seen all over the media should 
be enough of reason to not want such an intoler-
ant individual as President. If that’s not enough, 
his economic policies have been reported by 
CNN Money, The Hill, Slate and others have 
reported that he would lead the U.S. into anoth-
er recession.
Please end this joke and nightmare of Don-
ald Trump.  
4 The  Da i ly Ea s t E r n nE w sW W W. D A I LY E A S T E R N N E W S . C O MOPINIONS
The daily editorial is the majority opinion of 
the editorial board of The Daily Eastern News.
Monday, 3.7.16
Staff Editorial
Editorial Board
The Trump for president joke can end now
      Editor- in-Chief                Managing Editor      News Editor        Associate News Editor     Photo Editor    Online Editor                Opinions Editor
Stephanie Markham               Lauren McQueen    Luis Martinez            Cassie Buchman     Josh Saxton  Jason Howell  Chris Picazo
Appreciate women in history and politics
Contact your 
legislators 
20 Years Later
Students!  Many of you turned out last 
Sunday, with others from the EIU family, 
to “show your love” for our university.  
In the wake of Wednesday’s vote in the 
legislature which failed by two votes to 
override Gov. Bruce Rauner’s funding of 
the MAP grants, it is time to show your 
outrage.  
Two votes!  
One of those who voted against the over-
ride was Charleston’s own Rep. Reggie Phil-
lips, who even (last week) in the columns of 
the Times-Courier proclaims his support for 
the university.  
How does this vote show support?  
If you are from this legislative district 
call his office, write him, email him and 
ask.  
If you are from another district, find out 
how your representative voted and either 
thank him or her or urge him or her to 
reconsider, as your own convictions dictate. 
Do you think the state should help fund 
public higher education and not leave it all 
on you and your families?  
Do you believe the politicians who tell 
you that the state cannot afford to come up 
with the $9 million for your MAP grants 
this semester? 
That money, if it were here tomorrow, 
would allow the university to rescind at 
least some of the announced layoffs due to 
begin on March 12!  
Do you accept that sending us the rest of 
the $49 million the Legislature appropri-
ated for us last spring would bankrupt the 
state?  
If you, like me, don’t believe that, tell 
our elected officials - urge your parents to 
tell them too – find the funds! Show us the 
money! 
 Not at some vague future time, either!  
Not April 1!  We need it in time to save the 
jobs of those employees laid off or facing 
imminent lay-off.   
In time to allow us to maintain the high qual-
ity of the education you have been getting here 
for so much less than the cost of the excellent 
private universities to which we compare.
Do you agree that EIU and other public 
sector universities don’t deserve the support 
of the Illinois taxpayer?  
Two votes in the House can change the 
political dynamics.  
Tell the politicians: Find the funds! 
Show us the money!
Bailey Young, professor of history
Submitting Letters
If anyone is interested in submitting a 
letter to the editor, they can be submitted 
to denopinions@gmail.com.
Letters should preferably be 200-250 
words in length.
Please include a headline as well.
If a student, please include name, major 
and year in school.
If a resident, please include name and 
city of residency.
Letter to the Editor
Political Letters
Letters to the editor supporting candi-
dates or political parties will be accepted 
until Tuesday March 8.
If you plan on sending one, please send 
it by the date to ensure it is published 
before spring break and the primary elec-
tions.
Letters can be sent to denopinions@
gmail.com
Chris Picazo
Chris Picazo is a senior journalism major. He can be 
reached at 581-2812 or cepicazo@eiu.edu.
CHRIS PICK ARD | THE DAILY EASTERN NE WS
With the month of March in full swing, it is 
time once again to celebrate Women’s History 
and Awareness Month.
This month provides people of all genders 
in the Eastern community with the opportuni-
ty to learn about and appreciate women’s unique 
struggles they have faced over the years.
Every year, a committee in the women’s stud-
ies program works to put on a combination of 
events related to a significant theme.
For the 33rd annual Women’s History and 
Awareness Month celebrated at Eastern, the 
theme to be explored is gender and politics. 
According to an article in the March 2 issue 
of The Daily Eastern News, Melinda Mueller, a 
political science professor, said the committee 
wanted to focus on gender and politics because 
2016 is an election year. Mueller also said in the 
article that women are often scrutinized in poli-
tics for what they say or wear to a different stan-
dard than men. Regardless of gender, how the 
political system functions affects everyone, as do 
the issues faced by women.
Therefore, everyone should take the time in 
March to think critically about how women are 
treated in society, especially as they begin to take 
on more prominent leadership roles.
One forum last week compared the way pres-
idential candidate Hillary Clinton was viewed in 
the 2008 race compared to now.
Whether or not individuals agree with Clin-
ton’s politics, it is important to take note of 
the gender discussions surrounding the presi-
dency. Being a woman is not stopping Clinton 
from being taken seriously as a candidate, and 
her image has more power behind it this time 
around as people can begin to visualize a wom-
an in the White House. That is a huge step for 
American history whether or not Clinton herself 
becomes president.
Those who are unable to attend planned 
events should still take some time to educate 
themselves on important female political figures. 
Many people do not particularly care to learn 
about history because they do not see the rele-
vance to their own lives. 
Any history teacher can argue against that, 
but consider that plenty of modern-day women 
are having huge influences in society.
For instance, two women are on the ballot in 
Illinois for U.S. Senator, Democratic candidates 
Andrea Zopp and Tammy Duckworth.
Former first lady Nancy Reagan, who died 
Sunday, contributed to a legacy of presidents’ 
wives who became involved in social issues dur-
ing their time in the White House. Reagan was 
mostly known for starting anti-drug campaigns, 
while current first lady Michelle Obama is more 
known for healthy lunch initiatives in schools.
However, just because women are taking 
more power in society does not mean the strug-
gle for equality is over.
Women’s history is important every month 
for that reason, and dedicating March to the 
cause is one more way of ensuring women’s sto-
ries are told.
By Cassie Buchman 
Associate News Editor | @DEN_News
Although the Charleston Alley 
Theatre is small and unassuming, the 
cast is more than able to transcend 
this space and deliver fine perfor-
mances.
This is especially clear in their pro-
duction of “The Wild Duck,” directed 
and adapted by D. Craig Banyai.
This adaptation of “The Wild 
Duck” concerns a man named Mark 
Ekdal, played by Sam Kruckeberg, 
his wife Gina, played by Marie Joz-
wiak and their daughter Hedy, played 
by Belle Banyai. Hedy is slowly losing 
her eyesight, and the Ekdals are just 
trying to get by with limited funds 
from their photography business.
Like any family, however, they have 
secrets and things that have been hid-
den from one another in the past. 
This is not a problem until Georgia 
Werle, played by Rachael Anderson, 
rents a spare room from them and 
immediately tries to start digging up 
these secrets and expose the truth.
The Charleston Alley Theatre ac-
tors play off one another well, espe-
cially in scenes when only two charac-
ters are interacting. 
Jozwiak and Kruckeberg share 
sweet moments together playing hus-
band and wife. When the scene calls 
for it, they are able to be playful and 
kind, but they also have powerful and 
passionate fighting scenes in which 
both actors gave their all.
Kruckeberg is a passionate actor, 
and his role as the over-worked father 
trying to do his best for his family is 
believable and very human. He makes 
it easy for the audience to empathize 
with him even during Mark’s worst 
moments.
Belle Banyai gave a sweet perfor-
mance as Hedy, and the actress makes 
it clear how much her character loves 
her family and how far she is willing 
to go to keep them together.
Anderson seemed to have fun in 
her role as the rabble-rousing charac-
ter Georgia. While the character’s mo-
tivations are not always clear, she is an 
interesting addition to the plot.
The set was nicely done, and the 
room is made into a believable studio. 
The lights also added a lot to the sto-
ry, as they were dimmed and bright-
ened in the right places to convey the 
mood of the scene. 
The cast also makes good use of the 
stage and small area they have. The 
Charleston Alley Theatre performers, 
though not working with the biggest 
stage, are always able to bring the au-
dience into the story they are telling 
and make it a more intimate experi-
ence. 
Also adding to the play’s atmo-
sphere was the sounds of chickens 
and other animals that played when-
ever a member of the family opened 
the attic, which was filled with chick-
ens, rabbits, and the eponymous Wild 
Duck, who was played by an actual 
duck named Mr. Quackers.
Mr. Quakers was a fun addition 
to the cast, and was hands-down the 
most well behaved duck I have ever 
seen. 
This little detail of the live duck 
was a nice touch, and showed how 
carefully the show was planned.
Some lines, especially at the begin-
ning of the show, were a bit hard to 
hear, although as the show went on 
this became less and less of a problem. 
The adaption, which took the orig-
inal play by Henrik Ibsen and up-
dated it to have a more modern feel, 
complete with a laptop, still held true 
to the original play’s themes of living 
with a convenient lie or dealing with 
an inconvenient truth. 
This modernization also helped 
move the plot along and helped audi-
ence members relate to the story.
Also performing were Scott Ben-
nett as Georgia’s father Mr. Werle, 
who is trying to have a relationship 
with his daughter after his past indis-
cretions marred him in her eyes, and 
Nick Esslinger as Dr. Relling, who 
butts heads with Georgia multiple 
times.
“The Wild Duck” started off the 
26th season of the Charleston Alley 
Theatre. Their next production will 
be William Shakespeare’s “Much Ado 
about Nothing.”
Auditions for this will be from 6:30 
p.m. to 8 p.m. Tuesday and Wednes-
day at the Charleston Alley Theatre. 
 
Cassie Buchman can be
 reached at 581-2812 
or cjbuchman@eiu.edu.
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Review: Actors believable in ‘The Wild Duck’ play
‘Black Girlz Rock!’ show rescheduled after snow storm 
By T’Nerra Butler
Multicultural Editor | @DEN_News
After being postponed because 
of inclement weather conditions, 
“Black Girlz Rock!” has been re-
scheduled for 7:20 p.m. Monday 
in the University Ballroom of the 
Martin Luther King Jr. Universi-
ty Union.
This is the third annual “Black 
Girlz Rock!” show hosted by the 
women of Zeta Phi Beta Sorority.  
It was initial ly set to happen 
Feb. 24 in the 7th Street Under-
ground of the Union during Afri-
can-American Heritage Month.
All  c lasses were canceled be-
cause of unsafe weather conditions 
the same day it was scheduled to 
happen. 
Members of the sorority said 
they figured many people would 
not have showed up because of 
these conditions.
A t  t h e  s h ow,  w o m e n  f r o m 
around campus will perform ce-
lebrity impersonations from art-
ists like Beyoncé and Alicia Keys.
These performances will include 
singing, dancing and even some 
poetry.
The women have incorporat-
ed awards to be given out during 
the show in the past, like the ac-
tual “Black Girlz Rock!” that is on 
BET. 
These awards focus on women 
and their accomplishments, and 
women on campus will be reward-
ed for everyday tasks.
T’Nerra Butler can be 
reached at 581-2812 
or tabutler@eiu.edu.
C ASSIE BUCHMAN | THE DAILY EASTERN NE WS
Marie Jozwiak, Sam Kruckeberg and Duke Bagger perform in the Charleston Alley Theatre’s production of “The 
Wild Duck” Saturday.
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ACROSS
 1 Switch that 
changes bands 
on the radio
 5 Memo
 9 Frequently
14 ___ Crawley, 
countess on 
“Downton Abbey”
15 One of the Great 
Lakes
16 Cut, as a 
pumpkin
17 Like most college 
dorms nowadays
18 Title locale in 
a 1987 Oliver 
Stone drama
20 U-turn from 
WNW
21 Animal hide
22 Four-baggers
23 Sandbars
25 Any old Joe
26 Title locale in a 
1950 Billy Wilder 
film noir
33 Youth org. since 
1910
34 Make a selection
35 Longtime N.B.A. 
coach Pat
36 Hawaiian 
shindig
38 “$500 on the 
roan nag,” e.g.
39 “You and who 
___?” (fighting 
words)
40 “Love Story” 
author Segal
42 “Hey ___, what’s 
up?”
43 A, in Berlin
44 Title locale in 
a 2001 David 
Lynch thriller
49 Doctor’s charge
50 “Time is money” 
and “Knowledge 
is power”
51 Floating 
aimlessly
55 “Well, what do 
we have here!”
57 F.D.R.’s 
successor
27 Move up and 
down, as a doll’s 
head
28 “Carmen” or 
“Rigoletto”
29 Meredith of 
daytime TV
30 Crammer’s last 
chance
31 Hi-___ image
32 Easter egg 
coating
36 Moon landing 
craft, for short
37 Neighbor of Arg. 
and Braz.
41 Dustin who won 
an Oscar for 
“Rain Man”
43 Mini-whirlpool
45 Actor Jared of 
“Dallas Buyers 
Club”
46 Distressed 
maiden, in fairy 
tales
47 ___ virgin
48 Home for a 
Rockefeller or a 
Vanderbilt
51 Mideast native
52 Narcotize
53 Tolled, as a bell
54 Notion
55 Japanese soup
56 Scream
59 Big cheese
60 Face on a fiver
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58 “Bonnie and 
Clyde” and 
“Thelma & 
Louise” … or a 
hint to 18-, 26- 
and 44-Across
60 Lead-in to boy 
or girl
61 Sleep disorder
62 Dot on an 
ocean map
63 Trounce
64 Started
65 Topic of a 
pre-election 
news story
66 Detective fiction 
writer ___ 
Stanley Gardner
DOWN
 1 Means of entry
 2 Kind of pork 
at a Chinese 
restaurant
 3 Conditionally 
released from 
custody
 4 Seeing red
 5 Most modern
 6 Spoken, not 
written
 7 ___ at windmills
 8 Sushi selection
 9 Month with 
Columbus Day
10 Old 
MacDonald’s 
place
11 Arborist’s focus
12 “Have I ___ told 
you …?”
13 Brooklyn 
hoopsters
19 Jewish house of 
worship
21 Earnest request
24 In that capacity
25 Campaign 
giveaway
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O N E P L E A S E P E E V E
L A R I A T D R P E P P E R
E L V E S B E A R C A T S
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T A D D E N I Z E N P T A
C E L A D O N B A R R
L E A V E N E D R O R E M
W E L L R E A D S E R V E R
U N I T Y B L O N D E A L E
R A T E T O Y P O O D L E S
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WE HAVE WHAT YOU WANT
Quality Housing, Affordable Pricing,
& Great Locations
4 BEDROOM 2 BATH - 1520 9TH STR
3 BEDROOM - 820 Lincoln Ave
2 BEDROOM - 1306 Arthur Ave, 2001 S 12TH STR,
1305 18TH STR, 955 4TH STR, 605 W Grant
1 BEDROOM - 117 W Polk, 905 A STR, 1305 18TH STR, 
1306 & 1308 Arthur Ave, 605 W Grant
CALL 
348-7746
FOR AN APPOINTMENT
OFFICE: 820 LINCOLN AVE
WWW.CHARLESTONILAPTS.COM
117 W Polk - 1 bedroom apartments
Since 1965
Summer and Fall 2016 - 1 Bedroom 
apartments, all inclusive; near Buz-
zard. rcrrentals.com or
(217) 345-5832.
_________________________ 3/9
Awesome 3 bedroom townhouse. 
Call 24 hours for details
217-549-2668.
________________________ 3/11
Sublessor needed for 2 BR apart-
ment across from Buzzard.  1515 
9th Street.  $550/month WiFi & 
Cable included, allowance for 
water and electric.  Roommate is 
staying.  Pet friendly.  Call or text 
309-696-2853.
________________________ 3/11
See our properties at
ppwrentals.com 217-348-8249
________________________ 3/11
GREAT LOCATIONS 1, 2, and 3 
bedroom apts available August 
2016 ppwrentals.com
217-348-8249
________________________ 3/11
AVAILABLE JANUARY 2016 one 
bedroom apt ppwrentals.com 
217-348-8249
________________________ 3/11
Positions for Pizza maker wanted 
part time. Apply in person after 
4PM Wed. thru Sun. Pagliai’s Pizza, 
1600 Lincoln, Charleston.
_________________________ 3/7
Sublessor needed for 2 BR apart-
ment across from Buzzard.  1515 
9th Street.  $550/month includes 
cable and wifi.  Allowance given 
for water and electric.  Room-
mate is staying.  Pet friendly.  Call 
or text 309-696-2853.
________________________ 3/11
Help wanted
Sublessors
5 bedroom house good location 
also 1 & 2 bedroom apartment wa-
ter included new carpet/ nice appli-
ances Village Rentals
(217) 345-2516
________________________ 3/11
NICE UPDATED HOUSES AND 
APARTMENTS great locations and 
low prices, some pet friendly, lease 
date negotiable (217) 549-6967
________________________ 3/11
Beautiful 1 and 2 bedroom apart-
ments cathedral ceilings, walking 
closets, central A/C, fitness center, 
sun deck, trash , water included. 
Very clean safe quiet environment. 
Great for grad students, upper 
classmen or nontraditional stu-
dents. Short and long term leases. 
Best prices in town. (815) 600-3129 
Leave message
________________________ 3/25
3 or 4 Tenants off street parking 2 
bathroom washer dryer 3 blocks 
from campus 1710 11th St.
(217) 273-2507
_______________________ 03/31
Fall 2016:  Very Nice 1, 3, 4, 6, 7, & 8 
BR Houses. 1 - 3 Blocks from Cam-
pus.  Rent includes lawn care, trash, 
and utility allowance.
217-493-7559.  myeiuhome.com
________________________ 3/31
Very nice 2 & 3 BR, 2 Bath furnished 
apartments behind McHugh’s. 
Rent includes cable and internet. 
Call 217-493-7559 or
myeiuhome.com
________________________ 3/31
www.CharlestonILApts.com
_________________________ 5/2
For Summer & Fall 2016 - 1, 2, 3 
and 4 BR Apts. 348-7746.
www.CharlestonILApts.com
_________________________ 5/2
STORAGE UNITS 4X12 TO 10X30 
348-7746
_________________________ 5/2
CLASSIFIEDS
For rent
For rent
JOSH SAXTON | THE DAILY EASTERN NE WS
Matthew Davis, a senior organizational and professional development major, mirrors the pose of his trophy after winning the 
Iron Panther Classic and being named “Mr. EIU” Saturday in McAfee Gym.
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By Tyler McCluskey 
 Sports Reporter| @DEN_Sports
The men’s tennis team lost to non-
conference opponent Marquette this 
weekend 6-1. 
The Panthers (2-7) have lost their 
fourth straight match. Marquette (6-
5) remains unbeaten at home with 
five wins. 
Those wins came against Indi-
ana-Purdue University Indianapolis, 
South Dakota State, Northern Illinois 
and University of Illinois-Chicago.
The only Panther to get the win 
and the point was senior Ryan Hen-
derson. 
At the No. 2 spot, Henderson de-
feated Alvaro Verdu 6-3, 7-6 (7). 
Henderson’s record now sits at 6-3 
on the year. Henderson said that the 
most important part of his match was 
to return his opponents “big” serves 
well enough to get himself the point.
“We have been working a lot on 
returning (in practice), it helped 
during my match,” Henderson said. 
“I changed up my return position 
during the match as well.”
Despite only one victory, there 
were three close matches that were 
taken to three sets. 
Had the Panthers won in the third 
set, the Panthers would have come 
away with a 4-3 victory over the 
Golden Eagles.
At the No. 1 spot, senior Robert 
Skolik was defeated by Daniel Fer-
nandez 7-6 (9), 2-6, 1-0 (6). Soph-
omore Grant Reiman was beat by 
Mackenzie Stearns 5-7, 6-1, 6-4. 
Freshman Ognjen Jevtic lost to An-
dre Romanello 3-6, 6-2, 6-1.
Senior Rui Silva lost 6-4, 6-1 to 
Nick Dykema. Sophomore Trent Re-
iman lost to Greg Anderson 6-3, 6-2.
In doubles, the Panthers came 
away with a victory but could not 
stop the Golden Eagles from gaining 
the doubles point. 
The duo of Henderson and Jevtic 
at the No. 3 spot came away with the 
win against Scott Christian and Gleb 
Sklyr, beating them 6-1. 
The Reiman brothers were close, 
losing 6-3 against Anderson and 
Dykema. Skolik and Silva were de-
feated 6-2 by Verdu and Fernandez 
who clinched the point for the Gold-
en Eagles.
The Panthers will have one more 
away match this Saturday March 
12 facing DePaul (3-11) in Chicago 
at 2:15 p.m. DePaul comes off of a 
three loss HEB Invitational in Corpus 
Christi, Texas. 
The losses were close, the Blue De-
mons only lost by one in each match, 
4-3, losing to Southern Mississippi, 
Southern Alabama, and University of 
Texas-San Antonio.
Then after that, it will be the home 
opener at the Darling Courts to open 
up Ohio Valley Conference play on 
the March 20 against Southern Illi-
nois University-Edwardsville (5-7). 
SIUE has lost two of the last three 
matches, losing 5-2 to Navy, and 4-1 
to Dayton. They swept Coppin State 
7-0.
The Panthers only have five home 
matches this season. They will be fac-
ing SIUE, Belmont, Tennessee State, 
Jacksonville State and Tennessee Tech.
Tyler McCluskey can be
 reached at 581-2812
 or trmccluskey@eiu.edu.
Men’s tennis team loses to Marquette, 6-1
PHOTO COURTESY MIKE C ARPENTER | THE MARQUET TE WIRE
Senior Robert Skolik serves during a doubles match against Marquette senior Daniel Fernandez and freshman 
Alvaro Verdu Saturday at the Helfaer Tennis Stadium in Milwaukee, Wis. Skolik and partner Rui Silva lost 6-2.
By Maher Kawash
Staff Reporter | @DEN_Sports
Every year in college basketball 
one team emerges with a Cinder-
ella story in the chaos of March 
Madness. 
While the NCAA tournament 
has not started yet, it did just find 
its first “Cinderella.”
Fans await anxiously each sea-
son as the calendar turns to March 
in hopes of seeing absolute chaos 
in college basketball. 
Aus t in  Peay  has  shocked  us 
all and earned itself an automat-
ic NCAA Tournament berth after 
winning the Ohio Valley Confer-
ence tournament. 
The No. 8 seeded Governors 
barely made it into the OVC tour-
nament as only eight teams can 
qualify for it. 
The Governors struggled for 
most of the season, and went 7-9 
against OVC opponents. 
But that did not stop Austin 
Peay; in fact, nothing could stop 
this team. 
The Governors did what seemed 
to be impossible, and pulled off 
four upset wins in just as many 
days. 
Austin Peay opened the tour-
nam en t  w i th  a  20  po in t  w in 
over No. 5 Tennessee Tech, then 
topped off No. 4 Tennessee State 
in a comeback win. 
With two straight upset wins in 
the first two days of the tourna-
ment, Austin Peay had everyone’s 
attention. 
The Governors could have been 
content with wins against two top 
teams in the tournament, but re-
fused to stop there. 
Austin Peay added to its sto-
ry with a 97-95 overtime victo-
ry over tournament favorite No. 1 
Belmont. 
The odds were clearly against 
them each game, but the Gover-
nors just didn’t seem to care. 
With three straight upsets, Aus-
tin Peay seemed impossible to beat 
and continued that way in the 
OVC Championship game. 
The Governors had all the mo-
mentum they needed to finish the 
job until  their star player went 
down. 
Aus t in  Peay  f ans  he ld  the i r 
breath as they saw the tournament 
MVP Chris Horton go down with 
an ankle injury. 
But not even that could stop 
this team from finishing what they 
started. 
Wi t h  t h e  t e a m’s  a n c h o r  i n 
the paint  nurs ing his  ankle  in 
the locker room, the Governors 
stepped up from deep. 
Austin Peay made a record 16 
3-pointers to make up for Hor-
ton’s absence and complete the 
upset. 
Tennessee-Martin challenged 
the Governors in the champion-
ship, but had no answer for this 
roaring Cinderella team.
Freshman Jared Savage scored 
24 points as Austin Peay capped 
off a storied tournament with an 
83-73 win over No. 2 Tenessee-
Martin. 
Savage  h i t  e ight  shot s  f rom 
deep, while Josh Robinson fin-
ished with 20 points in the game. 
While Horton struggled due to 
injury in the final game, he still 
did enough to earn MVP honors 
of the tournament. 
Horton averaged 22.5 points 
and 14 rebounds per game to help 
Austin Peay defy all odds. 
Now crowned champions of the 
OVC, the Governors have their 
eyes  set  on the NCAA tourna-
ment.
With the team clicking on all 
cylinders, many fans may want to 
keep an eye on this team in the 
field of 64. 
March has just started, but it is 
clear that the Madness is well un-
derway. 
Maher Kawash can be
 reached at 581-2812 
or mwkawash@eiu.edu.
No. 8 Austin Peay crowned champions of OVC
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@DEN_Sports tweet of the day:  The Cinderella story continues for No.8 seed Austin Peay. They will receive an automatic bid to the NCAA Tournament
By Maher Kawash
Staff Reporter @DEN_Sports
The Eastern baseball team dropped 
another series over the weekend but 
still came away with one crucial vic-
tory. 
The Panthers were on the road to 
take on No.12 ranked Arkansas and 
lost two of three games as they fell to 
1-10 in the season. 
While Eastern continues to strug-
gle this season, this series showed 
many signs of improvement for the 
team. 
Arkansas offered a tall task for the 
Panthers to find their first win of the 
season against, but they managed to 
do just that.  
The Panthers opened the series on 
Friday and struggled against the Ra-
zorbacks in a 5-2 loss. 
A three-run third inning allowed 
Arkansas to jump ahead in game one 
of the series. 
The Panthers kept it close by an-
swering with two runs in the top of 
the fourth inning.
Hunter Morris and Nick Maton 
sparked those runs for Eastern as they 
both hit RBI singles to close the defi-
cit to just one run. 
But that would be it for the Pan-
thers, as they could not muster 
enough offense to come through in 
the game. 
Arkansas scored runs in the fifth 
and sixth to seal the game, and take 
game one of the series.
Saturday offered much more hope 
for Eastern though, as the team took 
it to extra innings for the first win of 
the year.
Eastern got off to a quick start in 
the game by scoring three runs in the 
top of the first inning. 
But Arkansas did not go away easi-
ly, as the Razorbacks scored two runs 
in the bottom half of the inning. 
The Razorbacks went on to tie the 
game with one run in the second in-
ning. It was in the fifth inning where 
the Panthers opened the game and 
saw their offense break out for the 
first time this season. 
Eastern’s five-run fifth inning ex-
tended the lead to 8-3 in what was 
shaping up to be the team’s first win. 
But once again, Arkansas did not 
go down without a fight, and an-
swered by scoring two runs in the 
bottom of the fifth.  
The Razorbacks continued to claw 
back into the game, and did so by 
scoring runs in seventh and ninth. 
With runs in those innings, the Ra-
zorbacks tied up the game and took 
Eastern to extra innings. 
Jason Scholl was the first hero for 
the Panthers, as he homered in the 
top of the 12th inning to give East-
ern a 9-8 lead. 
Eastern kept their momentum as 
Jimmy Govern hit a bunt-single to 
bring in a run and add to the Pan-
thers’ lead. 
Brendon Allen came into the game 
for the Panthers in the bottom of the 
12th to seal the deal and earn his first 
save of the season. Eastern’s offense 
outhit Arkansas 16-11 to earn the 
team’s first win of the season. 
The last time the Panthers knocked 
off a top 25 opponent was in 2012 
against Louisville. 
With confidence higher and the 
Panthers looking to take home their 
first series win of the season, game 
three offered a glimmer of hope. 
But the confidence was not enough 
as Eastern dropped game three 3-2. 
The Panthers once again came out 
strong and scored the first two runs 
of the game with runs in the first and 
third innings. But Arkansas came 
back with an answer to crush Eastern’s 
hopes of a series win. 
The Razorbacks scored runs in the 
third, seventh and ninth, sealing a vic-
tory and sending the Panthers home 
with a loss. 
While the Panthers did drop the se-
ries, Saturday’s win offered plenty of 
hope for a struggling team. 
Eastern will attempt to capitalize 
on its first win of the season in a game 
against Saint Louis on Tuesday. 
The Panthers continue their road 
trip with that game with first pitch 
scheduled for 3 p.m. 
Maher Kawash can 
be reached at 581-2812
 or mwkawash@eiu.edu. 
Panthers earn 1st win despite series loss
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Former Eastern infielder Marshawn Taylor had 14 runs and 12 hits in 43 games during his career with the Panthers. 
By Sean Hastings
Sports Editor | @DEN_Sports 
Despite heavy involvement from 
the Panthers in the first three of the 
four games they played this weekend, 
the Eastern softball team lost all four 
games at the Southern Illinois Coach 
B Classic over the weekend. 
Eastern took on Kansas to start the 
weekend and quickly jumped out to a 
2-0 lead in the first inning off a two-
run home run by senior designated 
hitter Kylie Bennett. 
That was all the scoring the Pan-
thers would make in the game as the 
Jayhawks went on to score three un-
answered runs, winning game one of 
the doubleheader 3-2.
The top five hitters in the Panthers’ 
line up each got one hit. Freshman 
leftfielder and lead-off hitter Kayla 
Bear got two its. She was 2-3 in the 
game. 
Sophomore pitcher Jessica Wire-
man took the loss. Wireman went six 
innings, giving up three earned runs 
and striking out four. 
Bennett got the scoring started in 
the second game of the doubleheader 
against Southern Illinois Carbondale 
on Saturday with another homerun. 
Later in the inning, freshman 
Mady Poulter grounded out to the 
second baseman but brought in soph-
omore Taylor Monahan to make the 
score 2-0 at the end of the second. 
Southern would then take the lead 
in the third inning 3-2, but another 
home run by Bennett would get game 
tied back up. 
A big four-run sixth inning by the 
Salukis proved to be the difference in 
the game as the Panthers would fall 
by a score of 8-6. Bennett would add 
one more RBI to her total and Poulter 
would drive in senior outfielder Jen-
nette Isaac later in the sixth. 
Sophomore pitcher Michelle Rog-
ers took the loss pitching 5.2 innings 
and allowing four earned runs. 
The Panthers once again could not 
hold on to an early lead with Butler, 
losing 2-1. 
Freshman second baseman Jennifer 
Ames got the lone RBI for the Pan-
thers. Ames got two of the three hits 
for the Panthers. Ames singled down 
the left field line and drove in Bear in 
the bottom of the fourth. 
But in the top of the fifth, Butler 
would tack on two runs in one play 
with a double to left center field. 
Wireman took another tough loss 
on the mound pitching 4.1 innings 
and allowing just one earned run and 
one unearned. She struck out five bat-
ters in her outing. Rogers came in for 
the final 2.2 innings and shut down 
the Bulldogs, allowing just one hit. 
The final game of the weekend was 
a rematch with the Jayhawks that was 
not as close as the first time around. 
Bennett, however, continued to be a 
strong contributor to the Panthers, 
driving in the lone run in the first 
inning. Rogers took the loss on the 
mound for the Panthers allowing six 
runs in three innings on the mound. 
The loss drops Rogers’ record to 
1-3 on the year. Wireman’s record is 
currently 3-12. Overall the Panthers’ 
record is 4-15 for this season. Eastern 
has not played any Ohio Valley Con-
ference games yet, so these losses do 
not hurt their overall conference re-
cord or standing. The Panthers will 
have a Wednesday afternoon double-
header this week at Evansville. 
Sean Hastings can be reached 
at 581-812 or smhastings@eiu.edu. 
Early lead not enough to clench weekend softball wins
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Junior first baseman Amber Toenyes makes a play at first during a game against Tennessee State on April 18 at 
Williams Field. The Panthers swept the doubleheader 12-5 in five innings and 6-5.
